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Selecting The Wood
I have a hard time throwing away any beautiful scraps of wood. I have several boxes
filled with them at home. While I do make quite a few cutting boards and coasters from
them, I still have far more than a human reasonably could hope to use. I always want to turn
them into something useful. I have plenty of wood so I have plenty of choices. For the body,
I try to find a lovely piece of wood to hold the mirror that is about an inch in diameter larger
than the mirror. I prefer 5 quarter wood for the body. That little extra thickness comes in
handy. (This is shown in the picture on the left.)
For the handles, I used to buy the 1” by 1” by 12” spindles from Woodcraft when they
were on sale. The more exotic the wood was the better. Sadly, this wood was often wet and I
had to wait weeks, months or years before the wood was dry. I am not that patient. I always
have scrap 1” material around so I took to cutting spindles from that. The Possibilities are
endless. (This is shown in the picture in the middle.)
Once I have my body selected, I take the square piece of wood an inch wider in
diameter than the mirror. I mark the center on both sides. I use a compass to draw the
diameter of the mirror on the piece of wood. I draw the largest diameter of a circle that will
fit on the wood. I use my miter saw to clip off the corners. This makes it easier for me to turn.
(This is shown in the picture on the right.)
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The Tools You Will Need

Please note: this is the way I do things. There are a myriad of ways you could do
things. Could you use a glue block—sure-be my guest. Hey Mark; if I have a vacuum
system, could that work? Oh my, you are lucky and the answer is of course. If you wish to
feel pedestrian, look up a guy named John Lucas on the web. I don’t think he has his own
website, but you’ll find a ton of references to him and he has a bunch of videos on YouTube.
If you belong to the AAW, he has videos on their site too. He does things in a totally different
way. This is just the way I found that works for me. Now let’s back to tools!
I only used these tools: half inch bowl gouge, an inch and a quarter roughing gouge, a
Bedan tool, and a one inch skew chisel. Marking tools, a compass, pencils and awl are what I
used to find and mark the centers. You can use whatever tools you feel comfortable using.
Finding Mirrors
I don’t go to big box stores like Hobby Lobby or Michael’s. They may have mirrors
there. I had a hard time finding them for a while but I finally found a reliable source: Packard
Woodworks Inc. You can find them on the web here: https://www.packardwoodworks.com/.
I like the beveled variety. They have a variety of diameters.
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Turning A Mirror
The Body:
I am blessed with a plethora of chucks. For the smaller mirrors,
it’s safest for me to hold the blank in my large four jaw chuck. I
have also turned these between centers. As I said earlier. This is
what I feel safest doing.

I use the Bedan tool to get rid of all the material inside my first line. You will notice
there is a pretty big flaw in this blank. It doesn’t go all the way through the blank. It will be
hidden by the mirror.You want to watch your depth. The mirror is only an eighth inch thick.
We want the mirror to sit just a sixteenth of an inch proud of the surface. You can test fit
several times. It’ is important to leave as much wood on the blank as possible. We will be
drilling a hole for the handle. If the opening for the mirror is too deep, we will have to
remove a part of the tenon from the handle.

I did the test fit, and I have reverse chucked the blank on the lathe.
As I stated earlier, I have a plethora of chucks. Tell Nova to stop
putting them on sale. It’s time to round the corners of the mirror and
decorate the back. Be creative. Also be careful—glass mirrors break
on the lathe bed.
You also have to be careful. We need a flat surface for the handle to
seat into. If you drill the hole first, watch for that flat surface. If the
wood is just too darn pretty for decoration, just leave it. There is
some curly here I did not want to waste. Remember to sand through
the grits and git a good finish. I was lucky enough that I could start with 220 grit. Just make
sure to remove all the scratches from the sandpaper.
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The Handle: I have lots of scrap on hand so it was pretty easy for me to find a blank for the
handle. Again, here you can let your creativity flow. I have large hands so I have to make
sure I make the handle slimmer so it fits more with the mirror body. I mount the blank
between centers and turn the blank round. I taper the ends and leave it slightly bulged in the
middle. It’s easier to hold that way. I make the tenon three quarters of an inch long. I turn
the tenon last and use calipers to test the fit.
I glue the handle with a polyurethane glue. I want it nice and tight. I’ve had some
failure with Tite-Bond. It’s probably due to user error or maybe old glue. I put glue in the
hole and clamp it over night.

Drilling The Hole For The Handle: John Lucas has directions on how to make a jig to hold
the mirror blank. I made one out of scrap plywood to fit my drill press. The base is five and
five-eighths inches by seventeen and a quarter inches. I should have made the base longer to
fit the drill press table. The vertical back is eight and a quarter inches by seventeen and a
quarter inches. I used a carpenter’s square as a guide, and nailed and glued two cross braces
at a forty-five degree angle two inches wide and ten and a quarter inches long. I have clamps
holding it down to the drill press table and a clamp holding the blank to the vertical back. I
get nice straight holes this way.
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Assembling The Mirror
I like to finish the mirror body before I attach the glass mirror. I completely
tape the recess with painter’s tape and finish the mirror with three to six coats of satin
polyurethane. I sand between coats with 320, 400, 600 and 800 grits. People seem to like the
finish.
To attach the mirror to the body. I use a polyurethane adhesive. Be careful here. You
may be tempted to use a clamp to make sure your mirror seats into the adhesive. Too much
pressure cracks mirrors. Clean off any squeeze out as soon as you can.

I you’ve noticed, I make my mirrors so the handle is off the surface of the table. Makes it
easier for me to pick it up.
Make some mirrors. My sister says it’s great for checking how the hair on the back of
you head looks. I tried; I couldn’t see much hair. I think she was pulling my leg.
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